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Portugal, who, in return, was to protect Ceylon from all    CHAP.
enemies.*    He then planted a cross, with an inscription ^^^
recording his arrival at Colombo, and returned to Cochin.      A.D.
Doubt has, by some, been thrown upon the existence of a    1507>
treaty at that time with any King of Ceylon, since the
advantages it is stated to have afforded to the Portuguese
for trade in that island were not followed up, no subse-
quent visit having been paid to the island by Portuguese
vessels until 1518, an interval of thirteen years.    On his
way to Cochin, Dom Lourenco attacked and burnt the
town of Biranjam, which belonged to the King of Quilon,
in revenge for the death of the Portuguese killed at the
latter place.

In 1507 the Zamorin, seeing his power at sea and on
land almost gone, in consequence of the damage done to
his ships in various ports of India, sent word to Melique Az,
lord of Diu, captain of the King of Cambay, complaining
of the Portuguese, and asking him to seize any ships
-carrying pepper and drugs to ports in Cambay, and to
make war against the Portuguese in every way, in which
he, the Zamorin, undertook to afford every assistance. '
Melique Az, however, refused to entertain this proposal,
being satisfied that the enterprise was a hopeless one, and
could only result in damage and loss to his own territory.
These negotiations having come to the knowledge of
Dom Francisco de Almeida, he fitted out a squadron of
ships to take the offensive, the command of which he
gave to Dom Lourenco.

Gon^alo Vaz, who was at Cananor with his ship at the
time, at once proceeded to join Dom Lourengo's fleet, and

* According to one account, con-     which he placed Joao da Silva. as cap-
tained in Noticias $wru a Historic e     tain, with. 200 soldiers, a factor, a
Geogr&fia, das Naqoes Tfltramarinas,     scrivener, and a chaplain ; he also pro-

Eublished by the Royal Academy of     yided the place with all necessaries,

ciences at  Lisbon,   Dom ^ Lourenc. o     together with four boats for its further

further succeeded in obtaining a foot-     protection.   This, however, seems im-

hold on tbe summit of a rock project-     probable, since the  island  was  not

ing out into the sea, on  which he     again visited by Portuguese  vessels

erected a wooden palisade, sufficient     for several years afterwards,
to resist any sudden attack, within